INDOORS AND OUTDOORS        219

conditions: against a dominant tenderly to the
indoor life; * against over sophistication and
artificiality; against the tyrannies of mechanism
nowhere so oppressive as in America; against a
life too exclusively devoted to business and
money-making with its attendant confinement
in cities; a reaction, therefore, if not against
urban civilization in general, at least against the
worst features of it, A reaction against all these
things and therewith an awakening of hungers
for beauty, creativeness, self-expression, com-
panionship with nature and the freedom of the
soul. This is why a brass band may be waiting
for you at the station when you come to the
city to talk about " the unity of work and play."
The citizens of that city think of you as a possible
liberator, come to show them the pathway to a
new freedom, the freedom of the soul.1

When the Puritans, settled in New England
they left the sports of the Merry Old England
far behind them, and regarding them as allied to
the abominations of the Scarlet Woman, nay
even ** conducive thereunto," they frowned upon
their revival. Moreover they were too busy
with the struggle for bare existence against a
savage climate and savage human enemies to
indulge in dancing round maypoles or such
like vanities* No doubt their children were just

1 In this city, Cleveland, I was not met by a brass band, but
by a gentleman who has none of its qualities, my good friend Mr.
Newton D. Baker, spoken of at that time as a possible Democratic
candidate for the Presidency.